AG BURN PROCESS MORE THAN SIMPLE POLITICIZED TALE
The emissions from agricultural burning in the San Joaquin Valley air basin are 11.4% of the total emissions generated from all sources of burning. This portion is derived mainly from prescribed burns in the forest and smoke transport from wildfires in and outside the air basin. During the past eight years, agricultural burning within the local air basin has been reduced by more than 80% and will continue to decrease as economics and technology allow. To state that agriculture has had a “free pass” is erroneous and does nothing more than fan negative political rhetoric. 
 The San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District’s smoke management plan oversees burning allocations on a daily basis, based on meteorological conditions, to responsibility prevent air quality impacts. Any extensions granted to the current rule will not impact public health nor prevent the attainment of federal Clean Air Act emissions thresholds.
Economics were a major consideration in the extensions being considered in this rule. . It is important to note that the source for the “voodoo economic” data that the Senator referenced relative to commodity income and cost-per-acre to farm was the United States Department of Agriculture and the University of California Cooperative Extension, not industry-generated numbers. The cost to remove designated orchards, vineyards and process nut prunings came from the chipping industry and documented costs that growers had incurred for previous work. To indicate that the numbers were fabricated by the industry or district is patently false.

Senator Florez is correct in stating that the biomass facilities within the San Joaquin Valley have the capacity to accept all agricultural wood. There is one major caveat. Only five biomass facilities are required to accept agricultural wood, per the terms of their air district operating permit, and the mandate is less than 50% of their total fuel buys.  The remaining facilities chose not to be required to accept agricultural wood and purchased their air quality offsets from other sources when securing their operating permit.  Agriculture wood was not a preferred source for these plants. Historically, these facilities have purchased the majority of their fuel needs from the urban areas of the state, due to its lower cost, which is underwritten by the tipping fee at the urban dumping site.     

Senator Florez inserted four specific criteria into the legislation when he drafted SB 705, recognizing the challenges agriculture may face in meeting the timelines specified in the legislation. Specifically, postponement of the dates by the district would be allowed if the following was met: 1) no economically feasible alternative to eliminating the waste 2) no long term federal or state funding commitment for the continued operation of biomass facilities which made their use viable 3) The local air district determines that issuance of permits to burn will not cause or substantially contribute to a violation of federal ambient air quality standards. 4) The state Air Resources Board concurs with the district’s determination. These are worthy criteria and the air district has well documented the first three items, and the state governing board will evaluate the request at their upcoming board meeting. To refer to the criteria as ”loopholes” is nothing more than a reflection on the legislation he authored.       
Production agriculture recognizes its role and responsibility in achieving clean air for all in the San Joaquin Valley. The industry has been an active participant on many fronts in this endeavor, whether it is replacing thousands of irrigation pumps, implementing conservation management plans to reduce particulate matter, such as dust, replacing agricultural diesel trucks or upgrading propane forklifts through retrofits or replacements. Currently, the industry is in the process of rule development to replace off-road agricultural equipment, such as tractors.  The agricultural community cares about the health of the alley and has faced the challenges of improving air quality at a significant financial cost.  These efforts should be recognized.
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